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• Introducing ‘Young Veterans’ 

• Join us at the Trivia Night 

• Remembrance Day 2019 

• Christmas Lights Tours 

• ‘Peace in the Pacific’ commemorations 

• Annual General Meeting coming up 



      

WE THANK 

 

 
     

FOR THEIR 

ONGOING 

ASSISTANCE WITH 

THE PRINTING OF 

OUR NEWSLETTER 

 

SOLDIERS’ MEMORIALHALL 
549 RUTHVEN ST, 

P.O. BOX 3020 
TOOWOOMBA, QLD , 4350 

ABN: 80 121 185 407 

         

OFFICE HOURS:  9AM-12NOON 
            

GENERAL MEETING OF ALL 
MEMBERS HELD 

FEBRUARY (AGM), MAY, 
AUGUST, & NOVEMBER 

PH: (07) 4632 3506 
email: secretary@trsl.org.au 
WEBSITE:  www.trsl.org.au 
FACEBOOK:  https:// 
www.facebook.com/pg/ 
ToowoombaUnitedRsl/about/ 
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YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
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It is with some confusion that I write to you as President 

of your Sub-Branch. On the one hand, I am encouraged by 

the direction that we are moving - our involvement in the 

Community Consultation Group meetings regarding the 

refurbishment of the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall has been a 

positive experience, we enjoy an excellent working rela-

tionship with the Toowoomba Regional Council, we have 

a proactive group of younger veterans who have some 

exciting activities planned for 2020, and we continue to 

move forward with plans for our temporary move mid-year. 
                                        

On the other hand, I am dismayed that our Sub-Branch 

has nearly 350 members and yet there appears to be so little interest from the vast ma-

jority that we only have 10-15 members attend a general meeting (and two apologies) 

where they can hear firsthand about the big picture and have input into decisions that 

need to be made. I am confident that the correct procedures regarding notifying mem-

bers of upcoming meetings is being followed, everyone is encouraged to come along and 

contribute, yet the response and show of support is pathetic to say the least! 
                        

Currently we have a small group of dedicated volunteers who continue to contribute to 

the welfare of our members & their families, including a six-person visiting team and a 

seven -member funeral team. We have an active Citizen’s Auxiliary with over 20 mem-

bers who work tirelessly to support our organisation. Your Committee of Management is 

made up of six people not including our appointed Secretary/Membership Officer. Bear 

in mind that some of our volunteers serve across more than one area eg a member may 

be on the Committee but also assist the Citizen’s Auxiliary and undertake hospital visit-

ing, so in reality we rely on the support of around 30 people to continue operating. As a 

member, you have the right to be informed about happenings within the Sub-Branch and 

be provided with opportunities to contribute, to have a say in what happens. Yet when 

these opportunities arise, the general membership apparently has no interest in any-

thing that is going on, nor any desire to show their support or appreciation for the ef-

forts of our volunteers.  
                           

The point is that we have always needed your support and will continue to do so. Our 

AGM happens on Sunday 16 February at 10am here at the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall. Will 

you come along and meet your fellow members, hear about what has been achieved 

over the past year and contribute to decisions about our future, or will you leave it up to 

a few people to make the decisions that affect us all???                                             Roland. 

    

A REMINDER TO ALL ANNUAL MEMBERS 
    

$20 MEMBERSHIP FEE MUST BE PAID $20 MEMBERSHIP FEE MUST BE PAID $20 MEMBERSHIP FEE MUST BE PAID $20 MEMBERSHIP FEE MUST BE PAID     

BY 28 FEBRUARY 2020BY 28 FEBRUARY 2020BY 28 FEBRUARY 2020BY 28 FEBRUARY 2020    

                

 



4 

 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 
             
  As I write this, we are watching part of our country endure one of the worst 

droughts ever recorded, while in other parts of our beautiful land, bushfires have 

destroyed homes, farms & businesses leaving many thousands of Australians bro-

ken hearted. There are concerns for our unique native animals with some now 

pushed to the brink of extinction, and the loss of livestock has been devastating 

for our primary producers. At the same time, in the northwest of Australia, a cy-

clone is dumping metres of rain on parched land. I’m sure you agree this is a beau-

tiful yet cruel place to call home. 
                     

Please spare a thought for the members of our veteran community who may have been affected by 

these natural disasters. Whilst our Sub Branch members have largely been spared, I am sure that some 

will have families who have been affected in one way or another. I know that many members of Sub 

Branches within our Western District of the RSL have endured drought and bushfires in their communities.  
                            

I have bemoaned the loss of a few shrubs and the lack of water to keep my beloved garden alive, yet ad-

mit to feeling humbled and ashamed when I consider the sheer magnitude of what many of our fellow 

Australians have endured. The bravery and dogged determination of the volunteer firefighters who bat-

tle day after day in appalling conditions, and the heartfelt efforts of so many who have reached out to 

those in need makes me proud to be an Aussie. We are a hardy mob who will no doubt rise above all that 

Mother Nature throws at us. Let’s hope for a better and wetter 2020. 

 

 

Wendy 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019 

From Greg & Rosemarie Callaghan at Millmerran 
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Mothers'    

Memorial    

          Over 250 people attended the 

                               Service  

Invited dignitaries gather to  

Honour our fallen    

 The lovely display at Drayton State School     

The WW2 veterans & War Widows were               

our guests of honour    

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019 

Toowoomba’s annual Remembrance Day service was a time of somber reflection but also a 

chance to thank those who served and continue to serve our country. This year saw around 250 

people in attendance. In recognition of the 80
th
 anniversary of the outbreak of World War 2, we 

were honoured to welcome over 25 local veterans and War Widows to the service. Our guest 

speaker, Mrs Helen Strange OAM, reflected on the impact of war on the wives and families left 

behind during and after World War 2. Our guests then joined us at a luncheon at the Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hall where there was plenty of time for reminiscing as well as enjoying the World War 

2 singalong led by the ‘Downs Men’. 

We thank all the schools and community organisations who requested poppies to distribute, which 

not only supports the welfare work of our Sub- Branch, but most importantly keeps the memory 

of our fallen alive.  
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 Happy passengers pose 

with Huey our bus driver. 

The Wednesday evening crowd 

            All aboard for the Thursday evening tour! 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

 

CHRISTMAS 

LIGHTS TOURS - 

DECEMBER 2019 
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Introducing ‘Young Veterans’ 
                              

The joint ‘Young Veterans’ and ‘Toowoomba United RSL Sub- Branch’ group was launched re-

cently to focus on organizing & conducting events and activities for contemporary veterans 

and their families.  
                         

There has been great headway with a solid social media 

presence enabling the group to organize cost-effective, 

fun, family- oriented events. The success of the group 

hinges on the effective use of social media platforms 

such as Facebook to engage with the community. This 

can be used as a conduit to engage with the RSL and 

the many services it offers. 
                           

So far, we have had regular ‘Coffee Meets’, a 4- wheel drive camping weekend with bush 

walks, and a winery tour. Lots more events are in the pipeline!       To complement these 

events, we are also involved in ongoing projects such as the restoration of a 1978 Nissan 

Patrol and the 24hr Lemons Challenge car, one purchased by ‘Young Veterans’ for $500 and 

the other donated by a former RAAF member.  
                  

To see what the group is up to, simply join their Facebook group ‘Young Veterans 

Toowoomba’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for this year’s ANZAC Day activities. This will be the final ANZAC Day in our 

traditional home, the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall prior to the major  

refurbishment commencing mid- 2020. 

• Gunfire Breakfast following the Dawn Service. 

• Hospitality & bar facilities all day. 

• Two Up/ Merchandise stall/ Raffles  

For further information, please visit our website www.trsl.org.au  

 



This Photo by 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

JUMP ABOARD OUR 2020 BUS TRIPS 

 

Following the success of our Christmas Lights Tours in December, we are ready 

to get underway with a series of bi monthly social trips during 2020. Numbers 

are limited to 10 per trip and passengers will be picked up and dropped off at 

their homes so no CBD parking worries. Please browse through our list of trips 

for this year, and reserve your seat by contacting our office on 4632 3506 (M-F 

9am- 12noon) or emailing Wendy on secretary@trsl.org.au 

Cost is $5 per trip to cover fuel. Passengers are responsible for purchasing their 

own meals &/or paying entrance fees.  

Tuesday 11 February- Qld Transport Museum, Gatton via the new Toowoomba 

Bypass. Lunch at the ‘Staging Post’ café. Museum entry $6.50.  

Tuesday 7 April- Wellcamp airport for some plane spotting & a coffee, before 

heading off to Rudd’s Pub at Nobby for a traditional Aussie lunch.  

Tuesday 9 June- North to Crows Nest where we will tour the famous 

soft drink factory. Time to sample the range of old fashioned 

flavours & maybe buy a few to take home. Then we will travel back 

to the Black Forest Hill Cuckoo Clock Centre at Cabarlah for lunch.  

Tuesday 4 August- Country hospitality and great food await at the 

Bull and Barley Pub at Cambooya. The menu contains all your old favourites as 

well as a wide range of other choices. Enjoy the atmosphere of a historic 

country hotel. 

Tuesday 13 October- A great day for train buffs as we visit Downs Steam at 

Drayton for a look at the Museum. (Entry by donation) Afterwards we will head 

to the Downs Hotel at Drayton for lunch. 

Tuesday 8, Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 December- 

Get in to the Christmas spirit & bring your family along 

on one of our Christmas Lights Tours. We leave from the 

Sub Branch office each night at 7pm & take a leisurely 

cruise past over 20 decorated homes including stops at 

one or two. Supper is provided after the tour. All you need to do is jump 

aboard, enjoy spending time with your family & forget about navigating 

around suburban streets.   
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PLEASE NOTE that any Member is welcome to join us at our events, bowler or non bowler 

we will assist them in enjoying their day. 



10 



11 
 

 

 

 
     

BRING YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS - JOIN US FOR A TRADITIONAL TRIVIA 

NIGHT WITH AN UNEXPECTED TWIST 

SATURDAY 8 FEBRUARY  

6.30PM 

SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL HALL 

$10 PER HEAD 

CASH PRIZES TO BE WON 

              FUN GAMES BETWEEN ROUNDS SO BRING YOUR LOOSE CHANGE  

IF YOU WANT TO TAKE PART. 

TEAMS OF ANY SIZE WELCOME, NO BOOKING REQUIRED. 

BYO NIBBLES. ALCOHOLIC/NON- ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AVAILABLE. 

ALL PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT TOOWOOMBA UNITED RSL SUB BRANCH. 

Cash for Cans 
We need your help with our lat-
est fundraising venture. Don’t 
throw away your used soft drink 
cans, fruit juice bottles or beer 
bottles- collect them in a bag & 
drop them off at the Sub Branch 
office. Please don’t crush the 
cans- the collection point will 
not accept them. 
Any plastic or glass bottle or 
container etc that bears the 10c 
symbol on its label can be 
cashed in to raise much 
needed funds for the Sub 
Branch. Already we are averag-
ing nearly $50 a month- that’s 
about $600 a year that we can 
use for the welfare of our mem-
bers!!     Can you help us? 



PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 
             

• 8 February 6.30pm  Twisted Trivia Night 

• 11 February Bus trip to Qld Transport Museum, Gatton 

• 11 February 6pm Citizens Auxiliary AGM 

• 16 February 10am Sub Branch AGM 

• 28 February Annual Memberships for 2020 close 
 

• ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS DUE BEFORE 28 FEB 2020. 


