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YOUR SUB BRANCH ON THE MOVE
•
•
•
•
•
•

ANZAC DAY commemorations
Introducing new services for members
A special honour for our World War 2 Veterans
Vietnam Veteran’s Day coming up
Happy Birthday to some special members
‘Flags on the Home Front’ project
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INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS 2020
SUB BRANCH OFFICELocated at the TURSL Veteran’s Hub, 407 Hume St Kearney’s Spring Qld 4350.
Office hours are Monday- Friday 9am – 12noon.
Ph: (07) 4632 3506. All email enquiries should be directed to the Secretary – secretary@trsl.org.au
Website- www.trsl.org.au Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/pg/ToowoombaUnitedRSL/about/
YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENTPresidentMr Roland Thompson. Roland leads a team dedicated to moving our Sub- Branch forward into our second
century of service. He promotes an open-door policy within the organisation and is a strong advocate of
strengthening relationships between ex service organisations in our community. Roland is also our Delegate at all District and State RSL meetings.
Deputy PresidentMr Scott May. Recently appointed to the position of Deputy President, Scott served in Iraq and Afghanistan. He is keen to encourage other young veterans and current serving personnel to engage with the RSL
and is initiating a range of programs/activities for younger veterans, supported by our Sub- Branch.
Vice President/Operations OfficerMr Huey James OAM. Huey has been involved in the Sub- Branch for many years, serving as President and
as Treasurer. His extensive knowledge makes him the ideal person to be our Operations Officer. He is the
‘go to’ person for all matters pertaining to the successful operation of the organisation.
Secretary/ Membership OfficerMrs Wendy Holt. Wendy undertakes a wide range of Secretarial duties and manages the day to day operation of the Sub Branch office. She is also the Membership Officer responsible for welcoming new members
to our Sub Branch family & liaising with members.
TreasurerMs Ashley Hurst. Ashley is keen to contribute to the Sub Branch by offering her financial skills, and will implement further changes to improve accountability & financial responsibility. She is from a military family
and is married to fellow Committee Member, Jason.
Committee MembersMr Lindsay Morrison. Lindsay is our Resource Officer managing the Kimber Resource Centre and Library. He
has a special interest in the preservation and restoration of the items of memorabilia in our care.
Mrs Rhonda James. Rhonda is a Life Member of both the Toowoomba United Sub-Branch and the former
Ladies’ Auxiliary. She acts as liaison between our Committee and our Citizens’ Auxiliary.
Mr Joe Treers. Our ‘elder statesman’ who served in the RAN and saw action in World War 2, Joe extends a
friendly welcome to our members and visitors at the Sub-Branch office.
Mr Jason Hurst. Jason served in East Timor and Afghanistan. He brings a young veteran’s perspective to the
Committee and will assist Scott with organising a range of activities for our younger members & their families.
Mr Chris Way. Chris has taken on the role of Grants Officer for the Sub-Branch, seeking out potential funding opportunities as they arise. He served 42years in the Australian Army prior to his discharge and currently works for the Toowoomba Regional Council.
Mr Terry Mathews- Terry has joined the Committee as the Vietnam Veteran Community Co-ordinator. He
was a former member of the local Vietnam Veterans Assn which recently disbanded. Our Sub Branch welcomed the members of the VVAA into our organisation.
PLEASE NOTE- GENERAL MEETINGS OF ALL MEMBERS ARE HELD ON THE 2ND SUNDAY IN FEB (AGM), MAY,
AUGUST & NOVEMBER COMMENCING AT 10AM.

Presidents’ Page
The year to date has been a challenging year
for everyone and the Sub Branch has been no
exception with restrictions severely hindering
our operations. This comes with a silver lining
however - a new location and a bold new direction with the creation of the Toowoomba
United RSL ‘Veteran’s Hub’.
As you may be aware the Sub Branch has been
required to seek alternate accommodation for
the next two years while the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall is refurbished. This has given us the
opportunity to reenvisage the Sub Branch in order to reach out to members and their
families from across the broader veteran population in Toowoomba.
With the recent occupation of a house at 407 Hume St, Kearney’s Spring we are in the very
early days of revitalising the Sub Branch in a manner not tried before. While we will still
conduct our current social and welfare events, we will also be able to provide members
with the opportunity to use the Sub Branch in a manner that suits them, rather than try
and mould the member to the Sub Branch.
The new location will provide us with the space for members to drive their own welfare
initiatives in a space that is inviting, comfortable and relaxed with garden beautification,
vehicle restorations and access to a 3D Printer some of the new welfare programs on offer
and already taken up by members.
The future of the Sub Branch is looking bright. We need to unify as an organisation to show
veterans and their families in the community that we do listen, we can change, and we
want them to be a part of our vision for the future. We are stronger with them, and with
that strength comes the ability to learn from one another and further the objectives of the
League in providing much needed welfare to our members and their families.

Scott
Scott May
Acting President.

NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
ALL MEMBERS OF THE TOOWOOMBA UNITED RSL SUB BRANCH
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.
SUNDAY 9 AUGUST AT 10AM
THE VETERANS HUB 407 HUME ST KEARNEY’S SPRING
ITEMS INCLUDE CHANGE OF SUB BRANCH NAME.
FREE BBQ LUNCH TO FOLLOW.
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK
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Over the years, we are aware that in addition to many
positive comments, there has been some criticism and
negative feedback about people’s experiences when interacting with our Sub Branch. I am sure we are not alone
within RSL Qld- some may very well have been justified,
some may not. Regrettably that is history & not possible
to go back & re-write. All we can do is ensure that our
current & future members are made to feel part of
Toowoomba United, and that we are truly an organization
where people are proud to belong.
Your Committee has a clear message for the futureWhen you walk through the door of our Sub Branch, it is of no consequence where you served or for how long. We will not judge you by the
arm of the service you joined nor by the rank you attained. The mere fact
that you chose to serve our country in any capacity deserves the respect
and admiration of us all.
Every visitor will be welcomed and treated with mutual courtesy. We will
extend the hand of friendship to you and anticipate that you will do likewise to your fellow veterans. We will join in supporting those who reach
out to us, and not judge those who need our help.
At all times, we will conduct the activities of this Sub Branch in a spirit of
camaraderie and a willingness to serve those who in turn served our nation.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR CENTENARIANS
In the first half of 2020, we have had the pleasure of wishing two of our members a very happy 100th birthday- Mr
Owen Benn on Easter Sunday and Mr Vincent Barnes on 16
June. Unfortunately, coronavirus restrictions put a stop to us
being able to join either gentleman on their special day, but
our thoughts were with them as they celebrated this milestone.
Owen was born on 12 April 1920. He served with the 2/11
Field Company as a Sapper during World War 2. Owen is a
man of the land, and spent a great deal of his life in the west
of our State. He joined the Capella RSL Sub Branch in
1965. When he retired to Toowoomba, he transferred his
membership to Toowoomba United. In recent times, Owen
has been an active member of our Sub Branch. He attended
Owen relaxing on his special day
the Remembrance Day Service last year where we honoured our
World War Two veterans and War Widows, and represented his fellow service personnel by taking part
in the Passing of the Torch ceremony. Although his 100th birthday was on Easter Sunday in the middle
of the coronavirus lockdown, Owen’s family made sure the house & garden was suitably decorated.
Wendy dropped off a card & a small gift on behalf of the Toowoomba United members, and along with
our other centenarian, he will be officially presented with the RSL Certificate of Congratulations as
soon as possible.
Vincent Barnes was born in Crows Nest Qld on 16 June 1920, the youngest of seven children.
When he was only four, his Mother died and he was raised by his older sisters. Like Owen, Vincent is a
country man who worked on farms around Anduramba before going to work on a property west of
Morven. He enlisted in the Army when he was 22, joining the 2/7th Division. Over three years, he saw
active service in both Australia and New Guinea (Madang, Port Moresby, Continued on page 10
Wau & Weewak). On the night of his discharge, 14 December 1945, he met
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SERVICES & SUPPORT FOR OUR MEMBERS
We endeavour to provide a range of services for local veterans and their families, especially members of
Toowoomba United. Our ’Veteran’s Hub’ has provided us with more opportunities to expand the services & support we offer. These are only made possible through the efforts of our team of volunteers. As
a member, you & your family are welcome to avail yourself of any of the services listed below.
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

YOU’RE WELCOME AT ‘THE HUB’- Our Sub Branch HQ is a relaxed, welcoming space. It’s up to
you whether you like to join in any of the activities or maybe you’d rather just call in for a cuppa
& a friendly chat. Our front porch is a sunny spot for a warm coffee with your mates, or come
along to one of our regular member’s BBQs outback. Maybe you are needing a quiet corner to sit
& read, or tablespace to do some work. Come along & make yourself at home. Free tea/coffee
always available. Families are welcome too- we have a kid’s corner inside & a play centre in our
fully fenced backyard.
‘CAR NUTS’ WORKSHOPS- If you visit our Hub and hear the names ‘Old Blue’ or ‘PT40 Kittyhawk’
we are referring to the two project cars some of our members have been working on over the
past six months. The PT Cruiser was donated to the Sub Branch & has been entered in the
24Lemons, an endurance race for cars not worth more than $1000. ‘Old Blue’ is a 1978 Nissan
Patrol G60 which is being restored back to driving condition for use by Sub Branch members.
Regular workshop evenings are held at the Hub so come along & have a tinker around.
‘GREEN THUMBS’ GROUP- If gardening is your passion, come along to the Hub & do a spot of
gardening. In addition to the beautification of the existing gardens, we are establishing vege beds
& practising aquaponics. We also need help with weeding, pruning & tidying the gardens as well
as watering & lawn maintenance.
TOOL LENDING LIBRARY- The Sub Branch has a collection of gardening & maintenance tools
which have been donated to us. These are available to hire from the Hub so if you have a task to
do around the house & not the tool for the job, please ask & we may be able to help. Please note
that we also own a dual cab ute which is available for short-term use by donation.
3D PRINTER SERVICE- Thanks to a donation from one of our members, we now have a 3D printer
that will be networked at the Veterans Hub. Maybe you are an avid model maker, or need some
specialty parts for your classic car restoration, or you simply want to have a play- our 3D printer
can be accessed from the comfort of your own home. Plans for thousands of items can be found
on a free, open source platform, or you can try your hand at designing your own & have a 3D
copy printed out free of charge. We are happy to demonstrate the printer so please come along
& have a chat about how you might use this great asset.
KEEN KAYAKERS- There is nothing more relaxing than spending a day on the water, maybe wetting a line or getting some low impact exercise. We have two fishing kayaks (1x1 man, 1x2man)
for the use of our members. Please enquire at the Sub Branch office.
FLYING HIGH – Ever heard of a UAV? Maybe you know them better as drones. We have some
professsional grade UAVs & have set up as a registered UAV operator. Sub Branch members can
use these drones to film family events, holidays or just learn about this fun new technology. As a
registered operator, we can tender & complete works such as site surveys, commercial photography, roof inspections etc. Our concept is to assist veterans to find work in a growing industry.
SKILL AT ARMS- In association with the Toowoomba Sporting Shooters, we hold regular range days at the
Captain’s Mountain Shooting Complex. Our Sub Branch has access to four rifles so non-owners are also
welcome to come along & try their skills. It’s a friendly, relaxed environment.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
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SUB BRANCH VEHICLE- We have a 12 seater Toyota Hiace which is used to provide welfare for our members, but is also available for use by members in return for a donation. Perhaps you have a family event
coming up & would like to travel together or belong to a group which needs a medium size vehicle now &
then for outings. Our ‘bus’ is automatic & can be driven by any registered driver.
MILITARY MERCHANDISE- We have a large range of merchandise covering all conflicts as well as ANZAC
Day and Remembrance Day specific items, which make ideal gifts for all ages, or would appeal to the military collector. All funds from the sale of merchandise throughout the year, including our regular community stalls leading up to ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day, are used to support our services to local veterans.
CITIZEN’S AUXILIARY- Our active Auxiliary consists of over 20 people. They are involved in many welfare &
fundraising activities. Members assist with regular events like the Friday morning Bingo, provide hospitality at the weekly catchups & help in lots of ways. New members are always welcome- this is a great way
for non-members to join in & support the activities of the Sub Branch.
HOME & HOSPITAL VISITING SERVICE- A small team of volunteers is happy to visit our members who may
be unable to leave their homes, including residential aged care facilities. We also offer a friendly visit to
local veterans as well as those from around the district who may be hospitalised. This service currently
extends to all three hospitals, as well as five aged care communities in Toowoomba.
FUNERAL & BEREAVEMENT TEAM- An important role that the Sub Branch fulfils is to ensure that our veterans are given appropriate recognition as part of their final farewell. The Funeral Team will officiate at a
Poppy Service and will, upon request, deliver a eulogy which acknowledges the deceased veteran’s service. Our Sub Branch member, Jim Danskin has been leading this team for the past 18 years.
PENSIONS & WELFARE SERVICE- Trained advocates are available to assist all members to access their entitlements through the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and/or to offer a guiding hand in obtaining other
pension & welfare services. The Pensions & Welfare Service, located in the Western District office at 126
South St, Centenary Heights, is staffed by experienced practitioners who are available by appointment. To
access this service, please contact Mike Boyd, Regional Coordinator, Veteran Services on (07) 4687 4906.
‘CARRY ON’ NEWSLETTER- Our quarterly newsletter provides members with all the latest information
and articles about the life of the Sub Branch and other items of interest. We would welcome your contribution to the newsletter, either a short article or a suggestion about what you would like to see included.
SUB BRANCH WEBSITE- www.trsl.org.au Our website contains all
the info about the Sub Branch. On this site, you will also find a link
to our searchable database containing details about all the names
listed on the World War 1 Roll of Honour in the Hall of Memory at
the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall (Toowoomba’s official war memorial).
FACEBOOK- You can keep up to date with all the latest happenings
and Sub Branch news on Facebook –
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ToowoombaUnitedRSL/about/

MILITARY MICK
* The views expressed in this cartoon are solely those of the copyright owner.

* by RON PARSONS
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR CENTENARIANS
Continued from page 7
his future wife Millicent whom he married in 1947. After dairy farming in the Anduramba district, the family moved to Toowoomba where Vincent worked at the
Toowoomba Foundry for 25 yrs before ending his working days at Baillie Henderson Hospital. Vincent has always been a keen sportsman, reaching top levels in
cricket, tennis and lawn bowls. He loved his garden from where he supplied the
neighbourhood with vegetables. Four years ago, frailty forced Vincent to move
from the family home, where his wife still lives, into care at BUPA Rangeville. An
item of interest is that Vincent joined RSL Qld on 1 January 1947 and has been a
continuous member ever since, a period of over 73 yrs, surely one of the longest
continuous memberships in the state.
Congratulations and thank you for your service to Owen & Vincent
from all your friends at Toowoomba United.

Mr Vincent Barnes
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VIETNAM VETERAN’S DAY
FRIDAY EVENING CATCH UP
JOIN US EACH FRIDAY FROM
AROUND 5PM FOR OUR WEEKLY GET
TOGETHER. MEET YOUR FELLOW
MEMBERS OVER A DRINK
(ALCOHOLIC/NON-ALCOHOLIC) AND
COMPLIMENTARY NIBBLES.
ALL MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE
SUB- BRANCH ARE ASSURED OF A
WARM WELCOME.
‘VETERANS HUB’ 407 HUME ST,
KEARNEY’S SPRING
OFF STREET PARKING NEXT DOOR IN
NELL E. ROBINSON PARK (SEALED CAR
PARK NEAR WEST WANDERERS CLUBHOUSE)

ALL MEMBERS
ARE RESPECTFULLY INVITED
TO ATTEND
THE ANNUAL SERVICE
TO COMMEMORATE
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
SATURDAY 15 AUGUST AT 11AM
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL,
EAST CREEK PARK.

Cash for Cans
We need your help with our latest
fundraising venture. Don’t throw
away your used soft drink cans, fruit
juice bottles or beer bottles- collect
them in a bag & drop them off at the
Sub Branch office. Please don’t crush
the cans- the collection point will not
accept them.
Any plastic or glass bottle or container etc that bears the 10c symbol
on its label can be cashed in to raise
much needed funds for the Sub
Branch. Already we are averaging
nearly $50 a month- that’s about $600
a year that we can use for the welfare
of our members!!
Can you help us?

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF TOOWOOMBA UNITED
TURSL VETERAN’S HUB
407 HUME STREET, KEARNEY’S SPRING
PLEASE RING THE SECRETARY ON 4632 3506
OR EMAIL: secretary@trsl.org.au
THIS WILL BE THE TEMPORARY HOME OF OUR OFFICE, YOUNG VETERANS ACTIVITIES,
AND ALL OTHER SOCIAL EVENTS.

WE WILL BE MOVING BACK TO OUR TRADITIONAL HOME, THE SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL HALL
549 RUTHVEN ST, IN EARLY 2022 FOLLOWING ITS MAJOR REFURBISHMENT.

