


INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS 2021 

SUB- BRANCH OFFICE-  

Located at the RSL Community Hub, 407 Hume St Kearney’s Spring Qld 4350. 

Office hours are Monday- Friday 9am – 12noon. 

Ph: (07) 4632 3506. 

 All email enquiries should be directed to the Secretary – secretary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au  

Website- www.trsl.org.au  Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/pg/ToowoombaUnitedRSL/about/      

 Young Veterans Toowoomba Facebook- https://www.youngveterans.com.au/  

 

YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT- 

 

President- Mr Scott May.  In addition to leading our Sub Branch, Scott was recently elected Deputy Vice 

President of Western District RSL. He is a founding member of the Young Veterans organisation & contin-

ues to initiate an expanded range of programs/activities to benefit all our members. 

Deputy President- Mr Sheldon Rogers. In addition to supporting Scott in delivering new services and activi-

ties, Sheldon is also our Commemorations Co-ordinator who oversees the planning and implementation of 

ANZAC Day, Vietnam Veterans Day and Remembrance Day Services and associated activities. 

Vice President- Mr Huey James OAM. Huey has been involved in the Sub- Branch for many years, serving in 

numerous Executive positions. His extensive knowledge makes him the ideal person to serve as our Vice 

President. Currently, Huey acts as the Wellbeing Co-ordinator responsible for ensuring requests for welfare 

assistance are promptly actioned. 

Secretary/ Membership Officer- Mrs Wendy Holt. Wendy undertakes a wide range of Secretarial duties 

and manages the daily operation of the Sub- Branch office. She is also the Membership Officer responsible 

for ensuring enquiries and membership matters are handled in a timely manner, as well as the Volunteer 

Co-ordinator and the Merchandise Co-ordinator. 

Treasurer- Ms Ashley Hurst. Ashley contributes to the Sub- Branch by offering her financial skills and con-

tinues to implement changes to ensure accountability & financial responsibility. She is from a military fam-

ily and is married to fellow Committee Member, Jason.  

Committee Members- 

Mr Lindsay Morrison. Lindsay is our Resource Officer with a special interest in the preservation and resto-

ration of the items of memorabilia in our care. He has a passion for military history and enjoys responding 

to enquiries from the public. 

Mrs Rhonda James. Rhonda is a Life Member of both the Toowoomba Sub-Branch and the Citizen’s Auxil-

iary. She acts as liaison between our Committee and our Citizens’ Auxiliary. 

Mr Joe Treers.  Our ‘elder statesman’ who served in the RAN for 20yrs including active service during World 

War 2, Joe extends a friendly welcome to members and visitors at the Hub. 

Mr Jason Hurst. Jason is an East Timor and Afghanistan veteran. He is the Sub- Branch OH&S Advisor and 

assists with the implementation of activities for our younger members & their families, particularly the 

Range shooting activities. 

Mr Chris Way RFD. Chris has taken on the role of Grants Officer for the Sub-Branch, seeking out potential 

funding opportunities as they arise. He served 42years in the Australian Army including six years as Execu-

tive Officer of an infantry battalion. 

 

PLEASE NOTE- GENERAL MEETINGS OF ALL MEMBERS ARE HELD ON THE 2
ND

 SUNDAY IN FEB (AGM), MAY, 

AUGUST & NOVEMBER COMMENCING AT 10AM. 



 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON ANZAC 

DAY? 

 

SUNDAY 25 APRIL 2021 
 
 

∗ A return to traditional services in 2021 commencing with the March to 

the Mother’s Memorial at 5.15am before the Service at 5.30am. 

 
                      

∗ ‘Light Up the Dawn’ will be 
happening again following the 
huge response last year. Gather 
with your neighbours, family & 
friends on your footpath, in your 
driveway, or on your balcony at 
6.00am. Light a candle to honour 
those who served & continue to 
serve our nation. Local musicians 
are encouraged to play the ‘Last 
Post’ across their neighbourhood 
on their chosen instrument. 

 

∗ Following the Dawn Service at the Mother’s Memorial, the traditional 

Gunfire Breakfast hosted by Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch will be at the 

Railway Goods Shed, 3 Victoria St. This is a comfortable walk from the 

Memorial down Chalk Drive, or there is parking for 63 vehicles onsite. 

If you are driving, please approach the venue from the Russell St end 

of Victoria St & turn into the carpark on your left just before the build-

ing. 

 

∗ The mid-morning Service will commence with wreath laying at 9.00am 

before the March along Margaret St beginning at 9.55am. The Service 

will get underway following the March, concluding around 11.00am. 

 

∗ After the mid-morning Service, make your way back to the Railway 

Goods Shed for a whole day of catching up with your mates. We will 

have good food, a fully stocked bar, coffee van, boutique brewery, raf-

fles, merchandise stall and of course, the traditional Two Up.  
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For those members who did not make it to the AGM in February, we are re-

producing Scott’s annual report for 2020. 

This last year has seen the Sub- Branch undergo some major changes through neces-

sity because of building works, global pandemics, and changes in committee. It not 

to say it has not been challenging for many organisations, but we have come through 

the other side stronger with a brighter future ahead of us. 

In the past twelve months we have made some minor changes such as dropping 

‘United’ from our name, which is in the final stages of being signed off on, to chang-

ing the focus in the way we deliver services to our members.  

On the other hand, we have had several major changes, the most notable being the 

relocation from the Soldier’s Memorial Hall to the new ‘Veterans Hub’ on Hume 

Street. This has given us the ability to allow the member to utilise the Sub -Branch as 

they need to use it and adapt it to their needs as opposed to the member adapting 

to the needs of the Sub -Branch.  

With this new Sub- Branch concept, we have been able to cater for veterans from all 

age demographics with a shift away from ‘bending an elbow at the bar’ as our pri-

mary method of engagement with the veteran community. This is not to say we can-

not enjoy a drink with mates, it simply means we can offer much more.  

Our membership base is slowly diversifying and growing with many new members 

attracted to the Sub -Branch after seeing the great work our volunteers are doing in 

the community. Activities such as ‘Flags on the Home Front’ and the ‘Budget Endur-

ance Race Team’ as well as the core services that the Sub-Branch continues to de-

liver such as the Visiting Team and the Funeral Team only enhance our image and lift 

our profile.  

Not only has the Sub- Branch gained the attention of veterans in the local commu-

nity, but we have also been commended by Western District and RSL State for the ex-

cellent work we have been doing and the fresh new way we conduct the business of 

providing welfare both directly and indirectly to our veterans. 
 



PRESIDENT’S PAGE 2 
2020, although a bit of a write off for us, was a very good year in terms of our ANZAC 

Day services, with the community getting on board with the ‘Light Up the Dawn’ ini-

tiative and a new look method of selling our merchandise. We were fortunate that 

Remembrance Day was able to be observed in a more traditional manner with the 

focus of the service being our Peacekeepers and Peacemakers. The feedback we re-

ceived from this cohort of the veteran community was one of praise and thanks for 

acknowledging their efforts. Thanks should also be given to the personnel of 7 Signal 

Regiment for their support of the service on the day. 

To date 2021 is shaping up to be a good year for the Sub Branch with our first major 

event being held on the 16
th

 of January where we presented awards for members 

who have reached 30 and 60 years membership of the RSL. It was a great honour to 

be able to present these awards as one of the youngest members of the Sub Branch, 

a literal ‘handing of the torch’.  

We also have several exciting new events that not only will provide an outlet for vet-

erans but will also cater for the wider community while also acting as fundraisers for 

the Sub Branch, more details will come once we get closer to the date. 

 
 

OUR NEW CONTACT DETAILS 

We have removed the word ‘United’ from our name  

and have reverted to our traditional title. 

TOOWOOMBA RSL SUB BRANCH INC. 
                  

The following contact details have also changed  

so please amend them on your records. 

 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS-  

407 Hume St, Kearney’s Spring Q 4350 

POSTAL ADDRESS- 

P.O. Box 11338, Centenary Heights Q 4350 

EMAIL ADDRESS- secretary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au  

 

Our office phone number remains unchanged (07) 4632 3506. 
                          

Check out our special polo shirt offer further on in this newsletter. 

All in all, the Sub Branch is moving forward into the future with a new found vigour 

and hop in our step, keep up the good work and thanks to all those who have sup-

ported our efforts in the past 12 months.  



Left: Our Torch Marshal, Alan Traise 

HONOURING THEIR SERVICE 
            

 Over the past few months, there have been some memorable occasions 

when we have gathered to remember & show our gratitude to those who 

served. Although November seems a long time ago, we have not had the op-

portunity to provide you with a few photos from our 2020 Remembrance Day 

service. It was a memorable day attended by around 300 people. The 

Mother’s Memorial Gardens looked spectacular particularly with the carpet 

of artificial poppies and violets flanking the cenotaph and surrounding paths.  

We appreciated the support of the 11
th

 Light Horse Assn. Darling Downs 

Troop who once again provided a mounted vigil. It was spectacular to see 

them coming across Queens Park and making their way to the Memorial. 

Thanks also to 7 Signal Regiment for mounting the catafalque party at the 

Service.  

 Our guest speaker, Mr. Graham Hunter delivered a moving tribute to our 

Peacekeepers and Peacemakers. The traditional 

‘Passing of the Torch’ formed part of the service and it was great to see cur-

rent serving members from Cabarlah taking part in this ceremony.  

Wreaths were laid by the Mayor, Cr Paul Antonio along with the Member for 

Groom, Garth Hamilton, Member for Toowoomba North Trevor Watts, and 

Member for Toowoomba South David Janetzki. Representatives of various ex 

service organisations and community groups also 

laid floral tributes.  

One of the most gratifying parts of the day was 

seeing the number of Toowoomba Sub Branch 

members pitching in to assist with various as-

pects. It did not matter how small or large the 

task, each contributed in their own way to mak-

ing it a memorable day for everyone and most 

importantly, honouring our servicemen & servicewomen.  

     

Australia Day 2021 gave us the chance to join our friends from the 11
th

 Light 

Horse Association Darling Downs Troop at the official opening of the Light 

Horse Museum at Highfields Pioneer Village. In addition to the opening, the 

Darling Downs Troop conducted an impressive display of horseriding skills in 

the arena which was appreciated by the large crowd. We were pleased to be asked to provide the Mu-

seum with two flagpoles through our ‘Flags on the Homefront’ program. Congratulations to the 11
th

 

Light Horse Assn for whom the Museum has been the culmination of many years of hard work. It will be 

a great addition to the Pioneer Village and will keep the story of the Light Horse alive. 

February 14, 2021 marked the 70
th

 anniversary of the National Servicemen’s Association. A commemora-

tive service held at the National Service memorial in Mother’s Memorial Gardens was followed by a 

luncheon. Many people would be unaware that the NSA was founded right here in Toowoomba in 1951.   

Young veteran Zac was  

one of the TRSL team. 
Member Bernie chats with Deputy 

President Sheldon. 
Beven & Lynn enjoyed the Service. 



HONOURING THEIR SERVICE 
 

 

This year’s service fell on the same Sun-

day as our Sub Branch AGM which meant 

that our Executive members were not 

available to attend. Sub Branch member 

and National Serviceman Ron Parsons 

was invited to represent Toowoomba 

Sub Branch and lay the wreath on behalf 

of the President and members. Ron was 

pleased to be asked to do this honour on 

our behalf and certainly did the Sub 

Branch proud. Thank you Ron!                                                                                                 



RACING AROUND WITH THE YOUNG VETERANSRACING AROUND WITH THE YOUNG VETERANSRACING AROUND WITH THE YOUNG VETERANSRACING AROUND WITH THE YOUNG VETERANS    
Toowoomba Sub Branch in 
collaboration with Young Vet-
erans is piloting a Budget En-
durance Race Team. To help 
the 10 member team along, 
regular workshop nights are 
held at the Hub where a core 
group of veterans aged be-
tween 20 and 50 get together 
to work collaboratively on 
planning, building, and main-
taining a race car. The work-
shops give them the opportu-
nity to take part in a cost ef-
fective, low risk form of sport 
which they enjoy watching at 
home. These evenings are par-
ticularly effective in reaching out to younger veterans in the community who may have 
never ventured near the RSL. It encourages social interaction & builds a valuable support 
network. TRSL has set up a driving simulator in our lounge area to encourage veterans to 
learn the basics of track racing & encourage friendly competition. The most positive out-
come from this venture is that often conversations at workshop nights, fundraising events, or 
at the track have led some veterans to access support & assistance from advocates to lodge 
claims, or seek help with health issues.  
Our team will be entering the Budget Endurance Series which is held across the eastern 
states over a 12-month period. During the pilot stage of the project, strong links have been 

formed with local businesses & com-
munity groups through sponsorship ar-
rangements. This is turn has opened 
employment opportunities through the 
developing network.  
The first race the team entered was held 
at Qld Raceway last November when 
the PT Cruiser, nicknamed ‘Kittyhawk’ 
took to the track. Motorsport is very 
much a ‘boom or bust’ sport & in this 
instance, the latter was the case with the 
Kittyhawk bowing out early on due to 
mechanical failure. Despite this, every-
one pitched in to try to fix the car be-

fore time was called at 11pm & the whole outing was one of teamwork, camaraderie, and 
laughter. The following morning saw the crew sitting around at breakfast already research-
ing costing, vehicles & races so they could come back & do it all again.  
There are many positives to come out of the Racing Team concept with even more to follow 
so we will keep you posted on how the program progresses. In the meantime, all TRSL 
members wish them good luck and safe driving.  



OUR SUB BRANCH IS BOWLING ALONGOUR SUB BRANCH IS BOWLING ALONGOUR SUB BRANCH IS BOWLING ALONGOUR SUB BRANCH IS BOWLING ALONG    

    

It was a great day of fellowship when the members gathered at Club Toowoomba for the 

Barefoot Bowls & BBQ. Lots of chatter, healthy competition and good food enjoyed by 

members across all generations. 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Friendly rivalry on the green Happy members catch up over a drink. 

Our lovely Treasurer Ashley  

takes a break. 

Troy & his family  

made a great team. 

Our littlest bowler-beautiful Emma. 

 Jim brought his Mum & Dad along. 

Noel & Beryl get ready to hit the 

green. 



FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 
          

For those members not at the recent AGM, we are reproducing  

Wendy’s 2020 Membership Report. 

Life Subscribers         239 

Service Members        37 

Life Members                6 

Special Status                6 

                                     288 + 

Citizen’s Auxiliary       25 

Total membership    313 

 

New members-   25          Deceased members-  8 

Transfers in      -     7           Transfers out            - 1 

                               32                                                9 

2020 increase in membership of 23 

2019 increase in membership of   8 

2020 may have been a challenging year, but our membership was one area where the pic-

ture was a lot brighter. The increase in membership during the year was a direct result of 

our efforts to promote a more approachable, welcoming image where members could en-

joy an expanded range of activities in a friendly, relaxed environment. There is no doubt 

that our presence in the community particularly through projects like ‘Flags on the Home 

Front’ lifted our image and encouraged people to think about joining the Sub Branch. We 

also must acknowledge that the inability to offer the traditional ANZAC Day activities in 

2020 was a bitter blow but did create a genuine desire in our community to rally behind our 

veterans and current serving personnel which in turn raised awareness of the RSL and vet-

eran support organisations leading to an increase in membership. 

 

COVID restrictions and the resulting closure of the Sub Branch office presented challenges 

when staying in contact with members, attending to enquiries and ensuring essential mat-

ters were dealt with. But we rose to the challenge and found creative ways to reach out to 

members, particularly those in advanced years and/or with health concerns. Thank you to 

the members who answered my request for help to ensure members were contacted by 

phone or email to check up on their welfare & provide a friendly hello. Regular weekly up-

dates were emailed to all members to keep everyone informed and connected. 

 

During the year, two of our members celebrated their 100
th

 birthdays. Mr Owen Benn 

reached his centenary in April while Mr Vincent Barnes turned 100 in June. Unfortunately, 

COVID restrictions at the time did not allow us to visit either member to present their RSL 

Certificates of Congratulations. Another highlight was the presentation of World War 2 

commemorative medallions to two members, Mrs Barbara Thelander and Mr Joe Treers. Dr 

John McVeigh, Member for Groom at the time, presented the medallions at a morning tea 

held at the Hub. The 80
th

 anniversary of VP saw our resident celebrity Joe in demand again 

when he featured in a short film on the RSL Qld website and a full colour article in RSL 

News sharing memories of his service in the Australian Navy during the Second World War. 



In September, 34 of our members were awarded certificates by RSL Qld for 30 and 60 

years of continuous membership. Congratulations to these members A function to pre-

sent the certificates was held over until current restrictions eased. Sadly, our 100 year old 

member Vince Barnes passed away before he could accept his 30 and 60 year awards, 

but his family were honoured to receive them. At the General Meeting of members in 

November, it was resolved that a portrait of Vince would be hung in the Sub Branch 

venue to acknowledge his 73+ years as a member of Toowoomba (United). This must 

surely be one of the longest continuous memberships in RSL Qld history. 

 

I must thank the team at State who have increased their support of Sub Branches par-

ticularly in the membership area. They have launched a new campaign to recruit and re-

tain members, and will assist in the 2021 financial year by contacting outstanding annual 

members on behalf of Sub Branches to encourage renewals. 

 

Our membership covers a wide range of ages and experiences which is part of its 

strength. We have been one of the RSL Qld success stories during 2020, increasing our 

membership while many others are in decline. This has only been achieved by hard work 

and a genuine desire to provide a Sub Branch members can be proud to call their own. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT ANGUS HOUSE? 
 

If you are a veteran who needs to stay in Brisbane while receiving medical 

treatment, then you can access accommodation for only $20 per night at 

ANGUS HOUSE, operated by RSL Qld. This is a staggering 90% cheaper than 

surrounding options, and even more impressive, your dinner is included. 

 

⇒ 53-55 Bayliss St, Auchenflower. Phone 3870 8743. 

⇒ 11 bedrooms, 4 shared bathrooms, 3 TV rooms, dining room, 

kitchen & laundry 

⇒ Close to Toowong Private & Wesley Hospitals 

⇒ Transport to other hospitals by arrangement 

⇒ Stay with other members of the defence community in a home 

away from home 

⇒ Only $20 per night including dinner. 

 

The next time you need to visit Brisbane for medical treatment, please give 

Michelle a call to arrange your stay at Angus House. 

 



Left: 30yr member Clement Croft 

 









Here’s a great way to show your patriotic pride and support our 

service personnel. Join the many residents around Toowoomba and 

district who have had a flagpole installed at their place by 

Toowoomba Sub Branch & the Young Veteran’s Group. 
                        

We are happy to install a polished metal flagpole at your place in 

return for a donation of $150 to our Sub-Branch. Importantly, all 

funds raised are used for veteran welfare & support activities in our 

local community.  

 Each flagpole stands 5.5m tall. We supply the quickset concrete & all tools/labour re-

quired.  Please note that the 1800 x 900mm flag is not supplied but is available to pur-

chase at a greatly discounted price from Flagworld (www.flagworld.com.au) if you men-

tion the ‘Flags on the Homefront’ program. 

If you would like to enquire about having a flagpole installed at your home or business 

(50km radius of Toowoomba), please phone 4632 3506 or email  

secretary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au  

 





MILITARY 

 MICK 
* by RON PARSONS 

The views expressed in this cartoon are  
solely those of the copyright owner. 
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FRIDAY EVENING CATCH UP 
    

JOIN US EACH FRIDAY FROM  

AROUND 5PM FOR OUR 

WEEKLY GET TOGETHER. 

MEET YOUR FELLOW  

MEMBERS OVER A DRINK 

(ALCOHOLIC/NON-

ALCOHOLIC) AND  

COMPLIMENTARY NIBBLES. 
    

ALL MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF 

THE SUB- BRANCH ARE  

ASSURED OF A WARM  

WELCOME. 
     

‘VETERANS HUB’  

407 HUME ST,  

KEARNEY’S SPRING 
      

OFF STREET PARKING NEXT 

DOOR IN NELL E. ROBINSON 

PARK (SEALED CAR PARK 

NEAR WEST WANDERERS 

CLUBHOUSE) 

‘CAN’ YOU HELP 

US ?’ 
We need your help to col-
lect used cans & bottles so 
we can cash them in to 
provide much needed 
funds for our welfare activi-
ties. Every item is worth 10c 
to us.  
Just gather up any can, 
bottle, or fruit juice con-
tainer in a bag & drop them 
off at the Hub- please don’t 
crush your cans as they will 
not be accepted at the 
collection centre.  
Most months we are aver-

aging $50, so that’s $600 a 

year we can use to deliver 

welfare to our local veter-

ans & their families. 



PLEASE REMEMBER THESE DATES 
            

2 APRIL- GOOD FRIDAY 

5 APRIL- EASTER MONDAY 

22-24 APRIL- STALL AT BUNNINGS RUTHVEN ST NORTH  

23-24 APRIL- STALL AT HARVEY NORMAN COMPUTERS RUTHVEN ST SOUTH 

24 APRIL- YOUNG VETERANS SAUSAGE SIZZLE AT BUNNINGS RUTHVEN ST NORTH 

24 APRIL- KAPYONG DAY 

25 APRIL- ANZAC DAY/GUNFIRE BREAKFAST 

26 APRIL- PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

9 MAY- GENERAL MEETING 10AM CLUB TOOWOOMBA 


