SUMMER 2021/22
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE
TOOWOOMBA RSL SUB BRANCH.

Lest We Forget

IN THIS EDITION We honour local heroes of World War One
 Information about our ‘Welcome to 2022’
lunch & the AGM.
 Farewell to our dear friend Joe
 Roundup of our latest activities
 Vietnam Veteran’s Day address
 Meet our oldest RAAF veteran
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INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS 2021
SUB- BRANCH OFFICELocated at the RSL Community Hub, 407 Hume St Kearney’s Spring Qld 4350.
Office hours are Monday- Friday 9am – 12noon.
Ph: (07) 4632 3506.
All email correspondence should be directed to the Secretary – secretary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au
Website- www.trsl.org.au Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/pg/ToowoombaRSL/about/
Young Veterans Toowoomba Facebook- https://www.youngveterans.com.au/
YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENTPresident- Mr Scott May. In addition to leading our Sub Branch, Scott was recently elected Deputy Vice
President of Western District RSL. He is a founding member of the Young Veterans organisation & continues
to initiate an expanded range of programs/activities to benefit all our members.
Deputy President- Mr Sheldon Rogers. In addition to supporting Scott in delivering new services and activities, Sheldon is also our Commemorations Co-ordinator who oversees the planning and implementation of
ANZAC Day, Vietnam Veterans Day and Remembrance Day Services and associated activities.
Vice President- Mr Huey James OAM. Huey has been involved in the Sub- Branch for many years, serving in
numerous Executive positions. His extensive knowledge makes him the ideal person to serve as our Vice
President. Currently, Huey acts as the Wellbeing Co-ordinator responsible for ensuring requests for welfare
assistance are promptly actioned.
Secretary/ Membership Officer- Mrs Wendy Holt. Wendy undertakes a wide range of Secretarial duties and
manages the daily operation of the Sub- Branch office. She is also the Membership Officer responsible for
ensuring enquiries and membership matters are handled in a timely manner, as well as the Merchandise Co
-ordinator.
Treasurer– Mr Sven Thompson. Sven joined the Committee as Treasurer in mid-August. He has experience
as a business owner as well as holding management positions with a national retailer.
Committee MembersMr Lindsay Morrison. Lindsay is our Resource Officer with a special interest in the preservation and restoration of the items of memorabilia in our care. He has a passion for military history and enjoys responding to
enquiries from the public.
Mrs Rhonda James. Rhonda is a Life Member of both the Toowoomba Sub-Branch and the Citizen’s Auxiliary. She acts as liaison between our Committee and our Citizens’ Auxiliary.
Mr Jason Hurst. Jason is the Sub- Branch OH&S Advisor. He assists with the implementation of activities for
our younger members & their families, particularly the Range shooting activities and 4WD outings. Jason is
the leader of our ‘Flags on the Homefront’ installation team.
Mr Chris Way RFD. Chris has taken on the role of Grants Officer for the Sub-Branch, seeking out potential
funding opportunities as they arise. He served 42years in the Australian Army including six years as Executive Officer of an infantry battalion.
PLEASE NOTE- GENERAL MEETINGS OF ALL MEMBERS ARE HELD ON THE 3RD SUNDAY IN FEB (AGM),
MAY, AUGUST & NOVEMBER COMMENCING AT 10AM.
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FAREWELL TO OUR FRIEND JOE
The Toowoomba Sub Branch lost a good
friend and staunch supporter when Joe
Treers passed away on 17 September at
the age of 99yrs. He was a gentle man
who was admired and respected by our
members across all generations. No matter the weather, Joe could always be
found at the Hub enjoying a cuppa over
a chat, helping with little tasks that needed to be done, or sitting quietly in his favourite chair with a good book and a few squares of chocolate.
There would be few Hub regulars who would not have a tale or
two about Joe that will remain fond memories always.
He was always keen to share stories about life in the RAN, especially during World War 2. Joe was a rare breed, able to recollect
anecdotes from his time in service even after all those years. He
kept his little home shipshape too, and prided himself on being
able to care for himself right up till his final days. We are thankful that he enjoyed life, took a keen interest in everything, and
that his last illness was brief.
It was fitting that Joe’s final farewell was well attended by many
members & friends of the Sub Branch which he referred to as his
‘family’. We were proud to have called
him our friend & are all the richer for
having known him.
In recognition of his service, Toowoomba
Sub Branch is pleased to join with Joe’s
family in having a plaque placed at the
‘N’ Class Destroyers Memorial at the
Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse in Western
Australia.
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

With the year coming to close and the Sub Branch having completed all its annual obligations and completing the Grave Markers project one would think that the last few weeks of the year would see us coasting to
the finish of 2021, this is not the case with many new programs on the horizon that will lead us in to the
new year with vigour.
The hospital visiting team has new members and is always busy, along with the funeral team conducting
services for bereaved families. We have also seen more members transfer in or take up membership for the
first time and engage with the Sub Branch. Often at Thursday Night Workshops, Friday Fellowship, Trivia
Nights, Bowling, and commemoration services we see new faces coming along, faces that have lived in
the region for some time but have always stood off to the side.
Not only are we making an impact at a local level, we are also engaging veterans as far as the Gold Coast
and Sunshine Coast. Although not a deliberate attempt to do so, this has happened organically through
weekends away, the race team, Range weekends, and by simply providing services that are inviting for
members and their families.
More recently we held a Defence Families Camp at Emu Gully, which saw six families participate in a
three-day camp intended to help the family better understand a Defence Member’s mindset. At the same
time it allowed veterans to better engage with their families in a relaxed, stress free and safe environment.
The camp exceeded expectations with veterans sharing lived experiences. One participant stated in a text
message the following week ‘”It’s good to feel alive again and show my son who I used to be, that I
thought was well and truly buried”. We will aim to secure funding for more of these camps next year.
Thanks to the efforts of Sheldon Rogers, the Sub Branch was able to assist Trevor Watts MP with an address in State Parliament about the many projects and programs we have on offer here in Toowoomba.
This was an opportunity afforded to all State Members, and after watching some of the other MP’s presentations on the veterans services in their electorates, it is fair to say our Sub Branch made Mr. Watts look
good. On a serious note, this information will also be used by the State Government and RSL Queensland
to assess suitable locations for the new South East Queensland Veterans Centre. Although I cannot envisage it being in Toowoomba, I do feel we have set the benchmark for many Sub Branches in other more
suitable areas.
Work on the Soldier’s Memorial Hall has started in earnest ,with an estimated completion dated of late
July. To date, mould mitigation works have been completed and asbestos removal will start in the coming
week. The committee are still working on finding out exact details as to how much space the RSL will be
afforded and what the costs will be. This has meant the committee has not been able to move forward with
any clear plans as to the future format of the Sub Branch. Rest assured however that we will have a clear
direction before the end of the year. All in all, over the past twelve months the Sub Branch has cultivated a
culture of team work and cohesiveness and I feel we are all pulling in the same direction.
Finally, I would like to thank the committee for all their hard work over the past year with particulate kudos going to Wendy who always goes above and beyond. To our members, it has been a pleasure to facilitate the many projects, programs, and services with you over the past year and I wish you all a safe holiday
break and look forward to seeing you in 2022 .
Regards, Scott
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
All financial members of the above organisation are hereby advised that the
Annual General Meeting of the Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc. will be
held
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2022
10.00 AM

BALLYMORE ROOM, CLUB TOOWOOMBA
(formerly South Toowoomba Bowls Club)
331 HUME ST, SOUTH TOOWOOMBA
Nominations for positions on the Committee of Management are invited from
any eligible member of the Toowoomba Sub Branch. Nominations in writing
close at 12 noon Friday 4 February 2022.

FOLLOWING THE MEETING, PLEASE JOIN YOUR FELLOW
MEMBERS & FRIENDS FOR OUR
‘WELCOME TO 2022’
COMPLIMENTARY FINGER FOOD LUNCH INC. TEA/COFFEE.
BAR OPERATING – ALCOHOL AT OWN EXPENSE.

PLEASE NOTE– PARTNERS & FAMILIES WELCOME TO JOIN US
FOR LUNCH AT APPROX. 12 NOON.
RSVP FOR LUNCH ONLY TO SECRETARY BY 11 FEB 2022.
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AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN,
After many years without recognition,
58 veterans of World War One finally
have markers on their graves at the
Drayton and Toowoomba Cemetery.
The project to identify and acknowledge
these local heroes was made possible by
the efforts of Toowoomba Sub Branch
volunteers, the Office of War Graves,
and the Toowoomba Regional Council
Cemetery Authority.
A special Service of Dedication was
held at the Cemetery on Sunday 7 November at which the Roll of Honour
was read by the ‘Rising Daughters’ of
St. Ursula’s College. Local historian,
Greg Lamerton delivered the address,
while TRSL Committee Member Chris
Way recited the poem ‘The Australian’
by W.H.Ogilvie.
We were especially pleased to have the 11th Light
Horse Darling Downs Troop provide a mounted catafalque party as well as the Empty Saddle Vigil.
Among those attending were family members of
some of the veterans, local dignitaries, military officials, representatives of kindred ex-service
organisations, and TRSL members. Our President
Scott laid a wreath on behalf of Member for Groom
Mr Garth Hamilton. Also present was President of
the Toowoomba Grammar School Old Boys Association, Mr Mark Creedon who laid a wreath to
remember former pupil, Redvers Lyttleton Kemp.

Morning tea on the lawn courtesy of our Citizen’s
Auxiliary followed the Service. All agreed that it
was a memorable service and a perfect way to
honour these men who have gone without
recognition for so long.
We thank all those who helped to make this project
a reality. Copies of the ‘Roll of Honour’ booklet
produced for the Service are available from the Sub
Branch office by contacting our Secretary, Wendy.
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AND IN THE MORNING,

Members of the family remember Jesse Paddison

Flag Marshall Dieter Hitchins beside the
Cenotaph, which featured a handmade hardwood cross surrounded by sandbags. .

Guest speaker Mr Greg Lamerton

It was a special day for Sub Branch member,
Lindsay Morrison (right) who initiated the
project and was on hand to see it reach its finale.
He is pictured with fellow member Jim Danskin.
(left)
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11th Light Horse Darling Downs Troop provided the
Catafalque Party as well as the Mounted Vigil which
included the Empty Saddle.

A wreath in honour of Toowoomba Grammar School Old Boy,
Redvers Lyttleton Kemp is laid by Old Boy’s Association
President, Mr Mark Creedon.

Padre Major David Snape led the prayers. Our MC was
longtime friend of the Sub Branch, Mr Bill Hills OAM.

Students from the ‘Rising Daughters’ group at St. Ursula’s
College read the Roll of Honour.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
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There is someone out there somewhere
who could not say goodbye?
For they did not know that you lay there
or wipe a tear from their eye.
No feet to stand at your gravesite
with no memories to share
No flowers they could bring,
to tell you how they care.
But we honour you this morning
And though it may not be the same
We thank you for your loyal service
And that we can call you by your name.
Denise Snape

7 November 2021

LEST WE FORGET
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Justus Heinrich Haim

A BUSY FEW MONTHS FOR BILL
The first thing you notice about Bill Penson is his happy nature– always bright and quick with a smile. Bill is
married to Shirley and they have shared life’s ups and downs for many years. They married just after Bill
returned from service with the Royal Australian Air Force during World War
Two. He still has a sharp memory and can easily recall the days when he was
in uniform.
These days, Bill and Shirley are living at Bolton Clarke
Westhaven where they reside in the high care section.
They have only been in their new home for a short while after moving from
an independent living unit in Drayton Road. Sadly, Shirley lost her sight a few
years ago and it was becoming increasingly difficult to manage.
Despite the move to a new location, Bill and Shirley have coped very well and
settled in amongst new friends quickly. Which is just as well because Bill has
had a very busy few months which started with an invitation to attend the
annual RAAF Service held in September.
It is customary for the Sub Branch to be invited to attend, to lay a wreath in
memory of past members who served in the RAAF, and to give thanks for those still serving. This year, it was
decided that an invitation would be extended to a member of the Sub Branch who served in the air force to
represent us at this service.
Bill was asked to undertake this honour and to lay the wreath on our behalf. He was accompanied by his two
daughters who were immensely proud of their dear old Dad, and by Sub Branch Secretary Wendy who helped
Bill lay the wreath. Bill had a great day as the oldest former airman at the Service . The highlight of his morning was undoubtedly meeting former Governor General Dame Quentin Bryce who was a special guest of the
local RAAF Association. Dame Quentin approached Bill
to thank him for his service to the nation and posed for
photos with him and his family.

On the 8th October, Bill celebrated his 99th birthday and once again,
our Sub Branch was on hand to mark the occasion. After his birthday
lunch, Bill was surprised to receive a visit from Sub Branch Secretary
Wendy who not only wished him a Happy Birthday on behalf of the
President and all his fellow TRSL members, but also presented him
with a Quilt of Valour to thank him for his service during World War
Two. Bill’s quilt now has pride of place on the end of his bed where he
can always be reminded of how much we respect and admire him.
God bless you Bill—you are a special gentleman.
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK
The last few months have been busier than ever with a variety of events and activities as well as planning for the coming year. What a privilege it was to accompany our most senior RAAF member, Bill Penson to the annual service of
remembrance in early September. He is a lovely gentleman who enjoyed the
day immensely. This was followed by a very sad occasion with the passing of
our dear Joe at the grand old age of 99. I was honoured to call him a friend &
fond memories of the laughs we shared will stay with me.
October was taken up with preparations for the annual Remembrance Day Service and getting everything ready for the merchandise sales including the Bunnings stalls and the distribution of community orders from schools, hospitals, retirement communities and businesses. As a result
of the efforts of our band of volunteers, we sold over $7000 of merchandise. I must congratulate Toowoomba East State School who raised an amazing $874 thanks to enthusiastic teacher Deb Collins who is
always a great supporter of our Sub Branch.
The World War One Unmarked Graves Project was lengthy but finally reached its conclusion on 7
November with the Dedication Service at the Drayton & Toowoomba Cemetery. It was lovely morning
attended by over 100 people. Thanks must go to Lindsay Morrison who was been passionate about the
importance of having these 58 veterans recognised.
The weather on 11 November forced the Remembrance Day Service indoors. Despite having to do some
last minute rearranging, and lots of phoning & texting, the service was well attended. It was great to welcome TRSL member Dan O’Mara as MC, but also a fitting time to acknowledge the contribution that our
longtime MC Bill Hills OAM has made over many years. A presentation was made to Bill to thank him
for his ongoing support.
As this year draws to a close, it is time to thank those members who have contributed to the success of
our Sub Branch and allowed us to expand our range of welfare activities while still focusing on our core
services. A quick count recently showed that during 2021, over 60 of our members contributed to the life
of our Sub Branch by volunteering their time to help out in a myriad of ways. Each person gave as much
time as they could to assist their fellow members. Only by sharing the load can we continue to grow.
In early 2022, we need to give serious consideration to the future direction of our Sub Branch particularly
in regard to its location. I would ask you all to take time to read the information that has been provided,
and give some thought as to which option will best enable us to expand our welfare activities and continue growing into an organisation that is relevant to not only our current members but future generations.
I would also like to advise all members & friends that I will be away from the Hub for the entire month
of February as Con & I are returning to Norfolk Island for a long overdue holiday. I wish each one a very
happy and blessed Christmas surrounded by those you love.
Wendy

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS NOW DUE
Members are reminded that the $20 annual membership fee is now due.
Payment can be in cash or card at the office (Mon-Fri 9am– 12noon) or by transfer to the followingBSB: 084 961
ACCOUNT NO: 929554002
NAME: RSL Toowoomba Sub Branch
REF: Membership
Life Subscribers please note that no payment is required. You have already paid a one-off fee at time of
joining.
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GETTIN’ DOWN
& DIRTY

Our Young Veterans
had a great weekend
at Landcruiser Park in
late October.
The group was made
up of eight adults, 11
kids & four dogs including members from
Toowoomba, Ipswich,
Brisbane &
Bundaberg.
It was a chance for
everyone to have a
great weekend learning what their cars
can (and cannot) do.
Next stop– Fraser Island (K’Gari) from the
14-21 January 2022.
Go to Young Veterans
Toowoomba for more
info about upcoming
events.
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HUB HAPPENINGS

Bob Jenkins, President of the 25th Battalion Assn and
TRSL member

Fun at the TRSL Bowling Night—
our Veterans Health Week activity

Huey, Margaret & Rhonda on morning tea duty
at the Dedication Service
The stall at this year’s Seniors Expo was
very successful .

The Sandbox Debrief at the Spotted Cow was one of our
most popular events. A great way for veterans of all
ages to share experiences & support each other.

Lindsay manning the stall at Bunnings
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Vietnam Veterans Day 2021
Address delivered by Gary Hauck
It is a privilege to be delivering this 55th Vietnam Veterans Day address in the year of the RAAF
celebrating 100 years of service to the nation. The RAAF was formed in 1921 from out of the Australian
Flying Corps of World War One. Three operational flying squadrons served during the Vietnam War
adding another phase to its rich history of service. The squadrons were No 2 Squadron flying Canberra
bombers, No 9 Squadron flying the legendary Iroquois helicopter, and No 35 Squadron operating the
Canadian built Caribou Transport aircraft that had amazing STOL capabilities well suited for troop and
cargo movements in Vietnam.
I am a proud RAAF Vietnam veteran who served as an aircraft maintenance fitter from 23 July 196824 July 1969 in No 35 Squadron stationed at Vung Tau, South Vietnam. The squadron originally
operated as RAAF Transport Flight Vietnam from 1964-1966 with the call sign of ‘Wallaby’. Often
referred to by those utilising the service as Wallaby Airlines, RTFV was assigned to the 315 th Air
Commando Wing of the United States Air Force. In 1966, RTFV changed its name to No 35 Squadron
with operational control passing to the 834th Air Division of the USAF Seventh Air Force. In its seven
and a half years in Vietnam, 35 Squadron flew nearly 80,000 sorties (totalling 47,000 hours of flying
time) and carried 677,000 passengers, 36 million kilos of freight, and five million kilos of mail without
dropping a sortie.
We’re here today as this battle date was chosen as the day all Vietnam veterans could mourn,
remember and honour those who died and who have since passed on as their day of remembrance.
Today we honour and remember the sacrifice of those who served in the Vietnam War. We remember
the service of all Australian soldiers, sailors, airmen, nurses, the QANTAS Skippy pilots and cabin crews,
the various medical teams and those well-received veterans of stage, song and dance- the concert
parties that provided a welcome relief to many servicemen and women. In particular, I make mention
of Lorrae Desmond who passed away on the 23rd May this year, four months after receiving an OAM
for service to the performing arts as an actor, entertainer and singer. Lorrae with her concert parties
was a much loved Vietnam entertainer and will be remembered by those who attended her concerts.
Today let us focus on that which binds veterans, servicemen and women together, that of mateship
and camaraderie and that which is often spoken of at memorial and funeral services. That of the fallen
and those who have fallen since the last gathering. “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.” (The Gospel of John) To lay down one’s life is the true embodiment of
mateship for it speaks of not only one’s willingness to die for another but also to walk that extra mile
carrying the burden of a friend while he or she can no longer carry the load themselves. Mateship
embodies equality, loyalty and friendship. It was so embodied in the Australian Digger of WW1- to
help, to carry, and to remember their mates and the families of those mates. This tradition for the
care and welfare of a cobber known today as the Spirit of ANZAC lives in every Australian serviceman
and woman who has served or who is currently serving in the Australian Defence Force.
Mateships formed in the jungles, in the air above the jungles and on the ships on the gun line off
Vietnam formed strong bonds between the men and women who served yet returned to a country
that rejected them; to a country divided, not united. This division made the bond of friendship and
mateship stronger in the returning servicemen to stand together as one. The camaraderie forged in
Vietnam made friendships even greater and led to the formation of various Vietnam Veterans
Associations, where veterans could identify, be accepted and understood, and be helped as to why
they were being treated as outcasts in their own country, and why they were suffering mental and
physical health conditions that the government and health providers did not or would not accept or
recognise.
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The rejection by the nation and the denial of access to good health services made these associations rise up to fight for the recognition of the veteran’s service to their country and
the rite of passage to access good health services.
Today, Vietnam veterans can hold their heads high and be proud of the achievements made
by the various Vietnam Veteran’s Associations in having the government recognise the veteran’s war service, and their right to access good quality health and allied health services
for their mental and physical conditions.
These associations through the mateship and camaraderie of the veteran put the government on notice as to the physical and psychological stress military personnel are subjected
to when serving in a combat or warlike zone. It alerted the government that it would need
to provide a greater range of health services for the next generation of Australian veterans.
Today let us recognise that the mateship and camaraderie forged in the jungles, the air
above the jungles, and on the gun line of Vietnam has an enduring legacy that cannot be
broken, even unto death.
Lest We Forget.

MILITARY MICK BY RON PARSONS

‘ CARRY ON ‘ © 2006 Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc.
This newsletter is published by Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc. for its members. Whilst great care is taken to ensure information is accurate, readers should not act upon any information provided in this publication alone. Readers should confirm the accuracy of information with
the relevant government department or other authority prior to acting upon said information. Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc. accepts no
responsibility whatsoever for actions taken by members and/or readers as a result of the publication.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of RSL Qld or its members. Contributions including articles, correspondence, and photographs are welcomed. It is assumed that all items contributed are able to be used free of charge, and implied consent is given
for such items to be amended and/or edited at the discretion of the newsletter editor.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the permission of the Editor.
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Toowoomba RSL Sub-Branch Newsletter
If not delivered, please return to PO Box 11338
Centenary Heights Qld 4350

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE DATES
•

1 December– Annual membership fees due. Please renew before 28
Feb 2022.

•

8/9 December– RSL Qld AGM Brisbane (Scott attending as our Delegate)

•

17 December– Sub Branch office and Hub closes for Christmas-New
Year.

•

10 January– Sub Branch office & Hub re-opens.

•

20 February– TRSL AGM 10am followed by light lunch, Ballymore Room ,
Club Toowoomba 331 Hume St, South Toowoomba
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