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 SPRING 2022 

 
     OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 
       TOOWOOMBA RSL SUB BRANCH. 

IN THIS EDITION- 

 Remembrance Day details 

 New membership offer 

 Happy birthday to our oldest 
member 

 TRSL Ladies Day Out 

 Local ADF members ride for a 
cause 

 Veterans Health Week lunch 

 Can you help on ANZAC Day? 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
21 APRIL 1926– 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LIFETIME OF SERVICE. 
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SUB- BRANCH OFFICE-  Located at the RSL Community Hub, 407 Hume St Kearney’s Spring Qld 4350. 
Office hours are Monday- Friday 9am – 12noon.                                                                 Ph: (07) 4632 3506. 
 All email enquiries should be directed to the Secretary – secretary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au  
Website- www.trsl.org.au  Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/pg/ToowoombaUnitedRSL/about/      
 Young Veterans Toowoomba Facebook- https://www.youngveterans.com.au/  
 
YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT- 
 
President- Mr Scott May.  In addition to leading our Sub Branch, Scott is a founding member of the Young 
Veterans organisation &  continues to initiate an expanded range of programs/activities to benefit all our 
members.  
 
Deputy President- Mr Sheldon Rogers. Sheldon assists with delivering new services and activities. He is 
also our Commemorations Co-ordinator who oversees the planning and implementation of ANZAC Day,  
Vietnam Veterans Day and Remembrance Day Services and associated activities.  
 
Vice President- Mr Ben Quirke. Ben has recently retired from the RAAF after 21 years. He is interested in 
aviation, motorsports, and the outdoors. His portfolio includes assisting with grant submissions.   
 
Secretary/ Membership Officer/ Merchandise Co-ordinator- Mrs Wendy Holt. Wendy undertakes a 
wide range of Secretarial duties and manages the daily operation of the Sub- Branch office. She is also the 
Membership Officer as well as the Merchandise Co-ordinator.  
 
Treasurer- Mrs Ashley Hurst. Ashley has responsibility for the financial affairs of the Sub Branch. She is 
also involved in organising a range of activities particularly for our female members/partners.  
 
Committee Members- 
 
Mr Huey James OAM- Huey has been involved in the Sub- Branch for many years, serving in numerous 
positions. Currently, he acts as the Wellbeing Co-ordinator responsible for ensuring requests for welfare as-
sistance are promptly actioned.  
Mr Lindsay Morrison. Lindsay is our Resource Officer with a special interest in the preservation and resto-
ration of the items of memorabilia in our care. He has a passion for military history and enjoys responding to 
enquiries from the public. 
Mrs Rhonda James. Rhonda is a Life Member of both the Toowoomba Sub-Branch and the former 
Women’s Auxiliary. She has recently been appointed as Volunteer Support officer. 
Mr Jason Hurst. Jason is the Sub- Branch OH&S Advisor and assists with the implementation of activities 
for our younger members & their families, particularly the Range shooting activities & Monday Morning 
Coffee Catchup. He is also the Transport Co-ordinator. 
Mr Allan Traise. In addition to being involved with several activities particularly Veterans’ Volleyball,  
Allan also acts as Assistant Secretary when required.  
Mr Tavis Smith.  Tav is a Warrant Officer with 25/49 Battalion who advises the Committee on our engage-
ment with the local bases, particularly current serving members.  

 

 
PLEASE NOTE- GENERAL MEETINGS OF ALL MEMBERS ARE HELD ON THE 3rd SUNDAY 

 IN FEB (AGM), MAY, AUGUST & NOVEMBER COMMENCING AT 10AM. 

mailto:secretary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au
http://www.trsl.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ToowoombaUnitedRSL/about/
https://www.youngveterans.com.au/
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 2022 
 

FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER  
 

COMMENCING AT 10.15AM  
  

AT THE MOTHER’S MEMORIAL 
 

MARGARET ST, TOOWOOMBA 
 

 

  

The members of the U3A Leadlighting Group were proud to present Toowoomba Sub 
Branch with a range of beautiful glass poppies created just in time for Remembrance Day.  

Member Lindsay Morrison visited U3A to accept this most generous donation. The poppies 

will be displayed around the Sub Branch in the lead up to both ANZAC Day and  
Remembrance Day each year.  
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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 

Since assuming the role of Sub Branch President, I have been 
able to gain a greater appreciation of how much work actually 
goes into running this organisation, most especially ensuring we 
continue to look after the welfare of our local veterans. We have 
experienced a satisfying amount of growth which has been driv-
en mainly from a motivated membership base. While our Com-
mittee fulfills its role to make sure we operate within the RSL 
Constitution and remain viable, it is the members who drive 
what we do. Without an engaged membership, we would simply 
be treading water.  
 
The concept of the Committee considering itself as the facilitator 
to drive member inspired initiatives rather than assuming it 
knows what the members are interested in and provides only 

those activities, may fly in the face of the traditional Sub Branch model, but I believe 
that we have demonstrated that this concept is successful. Over the past two years we 
have conducted events as diverse as Trivia Nights, 4WD trips, workshop days, beekeep-
ing lessons, ladies bus tours, family camps and members luncheons. On top of this, we 
continued to deliver vital welfare programs through our Visiting Team and Funeral 
Team. One great success which I would like to focus on is the Budget Endurance Race 
Team. 
 
To date, this initiative has engaged more than 50 veterans and current serving members 
across all ages and from a wide geographic area. The success of the team lies not just in 
its achievements on the race track, but in its members taking ownership of THEIR team 
and taking time out of their lives to support it.  
 
We have had spare parts supplied thanks to the efforts of a veteran from Brisbane who 
raced with us, there has been external opportunities offered by veterans racing in other 
teams which has seen some members go on to participate in other aspects of motor-
sports. We have even had a member purchase a race car for his daughter so she can join 
the Junior Series after seeing her enthusiasm when she came along to some races and 
expressed an interest. This is merely an example of one initiative which is proving suc-
cessful and which began life as a simple suggestion from a member.  
 
This is your Sub Branch and we want to see the members drive it in the direction they 
want it to go rather than forcing members to accept the traditional tired range of activi-
ties which are often all that is on offer. It does not matter what age group you fit into, 
when or where you served, or what you think others may say. If you have an idea for an 
event, a project or a program then it is up to you to put your suggestion forward and 
let’s see if we can make it happen.  
 

Scott 
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Current serving members from 7 Signal Regiment 
Cabarlah left Toowoomba in early September to ride to 
Canberra and then on to Melbourne. The event staged 
across 22 days raised funds for brain cancer and in par-
ticular for a mate who has been diagnosed with the ill-
ness. 
 
Toowoomba Sub Branch was proud to be a major 
sponsor of the team by providing logistical as well as 
financial support. Our role also covered the provision 
of a free BBQ breakfast at the Heller St Park  before 
the riders began the long journey to Canberra then on 
to Melbourne.  
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY BILL 

Our Sub Branch’s oldest member, Mr Bill Penson celebrated 
his 100th birthday on Saturday 8 October. Bill was born in 
Dorrigo, NSW the fifth of ten children. 
He enlisted in the RAAF in 1942 at the age of 20 where he 
served with the 78th Fighter Wing in New Guinea. He was in 
the transport division which meant a wide variety of jobs 
across the region including Borneo, Malay, Port Moresby, 
Lae and Madang. 
Bill arrived home in 1945 and married Shirley in 1948 after 
meeting her while on R&R at Jervis Bay.  

 
Bill retired in 1982 at the age of 60 and 
has been blessed with good health. He 
and his wife Shirley who is now 94 have 
been married for  over 74 yrs and both 
reside at Westhaven in Harristown.  
Our Secretary Wendy attended the birth-
day party where she presented Bill with a 
Certificate from RSL Qld along with a 
hamper of goodies from  everyone at 
Toowoomba Sub  Branch. 

President of the local RAAF  Association Mr Gary Gra-
ham was also  invited and was pleased to present Bill 
with  Honorary Membership  of  the Association as well 
as a small gift.  
 
On behalf of all the members of Toowoomba Sub 
Branch, we wish Bill a very happy birthday and many 
more years with his beloved Shirley.  
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 

I am pleased to be able to share some exciting new membership news with 
you. Following the adoption of the new Constitution at the RSL Qld AGM in 
June, we now have clear direction about our ability to determine categories 
of membership at a Sub Branch level. As we all know, eligibility to join the 
League is dependent upon service and that has not changed.  
Former and current members of the ADF remain the only category entitled 

to vote on any League matters. However, it is up to individual Sub Branches to determine other 
categories of membership at a local level if they so desire.  
Our Committee has decided to offer a category of membership to non-league members. This 
category will be classified as ‘non-voting’ members who will hold no voting rights on any 
League, District, or Sub Branch matter. The adoption of this category of membership is good 
news for former members of our Citizens Auxiliary which was dissolved in February. Whilst we 
no longer have an Auxiliary, we were keen to ensure that the active members of the group were 
offered a chance to remain within the Sub Branch family as valued volunteers.  
This new category gives them that opportunity.  
Within the ‘non-voting’ category, there will be two sub-categories– Defence Family Member 
and Community Supporter.  
The Community Supporter category is open to any member of the public, business or other 
group with an interest in supporting the welfare activities of the Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch.  
To be an eligible Defence Family Member, the following criteria will apply. The applicant must 
be an immediate family member of an eligible veteran/current serving member of the ADF and 
be able to provide satisfactory evidence that they are one or more of the following: 
• Spouse/partner of an eligible defence member 
• Child of an eligible defence member 
• Parent of an eligible defence member, and/or 
• Sibling of an eligible defence member. 
It was further resolved that non-voting members will not be subject to the payment of any fee in 
order to join the Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch.  
With the introduction of the new categories of membership, it means that your family members 
can now show their support by becoming members of the Toowoomba Sub Branch family as 
well. If you have someone who is interested in joining us please let me know & I will be happy 
to forward the application form to them.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

REMINDER  TO ALL MEMBERS 
 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE FOR 2023 
 

IF YOU PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE EACH YEAR, YOU ARE REMINDED THAT  
 

IT MUST BE PAID BEWTEEN 1 DECEMBER 2022 & 28 FEBRUARY 2023. 
 

STILL ONLY $20. 
 

PAY BY CARD OR CASH AT THE SUB BRANCH OFFICE,  OR BY EFT TO 
 

BSB 084 961 ACCOUNT 929554002 
 

RSL TOOWOOMBA SUB BRANCH  REF: MEMBERSHIP 
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The ladies of Toowoomba Sub 
Branch & their friends made the 
most of the late Winter weather 
to visit the Granite Belt for a day 
of good company, good food and 
lots of laughs on our annual 
‘Girls Day Out’. 
24 ladies commenced their day 
with morning tea at Suttons Juice 
Factory where it was time for the 
famous Apple Pie or perhaps the 
buttermilk scones. 
Then it was on to the Granite Belt 
Christmas Farm where the funds 
took a serious hit in the Christ-
mas shop. After a tour of the farm 
which included the animal nurse-
ry, it was time for a delicious 
lunch. 
Before too much damage could 
be done to the waist and the wal-
let, the ladies piled back onto the 
bus for a short drive to Castle 
Glen winery for a browse through 
the very colourful display of 
liquers, fortifieds and wines in 
the onsite shop. 
All agreed that it was a wonderful 
day and a chance for the girls to 
have some time off from their 
busy lives.  
The only question is ‘Where to 
next year?” 
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The annual ‘Girls Day Out’ was also a chance to  
surprise our latest Quilts of Valour recipient. 
 
Sub Branch member, Sandra Jones was delighted to re-
ceive a beautiful patchwork quilt to say thank you for her 
service in the RAAF. It was also a fitting way to recog-
nise her courage and strength as she cared for her late 
husband Peter during his final illness.  
 
Since joining TRSL in 2020 after moving from NSW, 
Sandra has fitted into Sub Branch life with ease. She is a 
valued member of the Visiting Team and enjoys a range 
of activities. Her cheery personality and willingness to 
support her fellow members has endeared her to all.  
Congratulations to a special lady.   
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VETERAN’S HEALTH WEEK LUNCH 
 

AT THE ‘COPPER BENCH’ 

THANKS TO TENSIN AND HIS TEAM AT THE 
‘COPPER BENCH’ FOR A DELICIOUS HEALTHY 

LUNCH ENJOYED BY ALL. 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE TOOWOOMBA RSL SUB BRANCH ARE ADVISED THAT  
 

THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON  
 

SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER AT 10.30AM (NOTE CHANGE OF TIME) 
 

AT THE VISTA ROOM, CLUB TOOWOOMBA (UPSTAIRS) 
 

331 HUME ST, SOUTH TOOWOOMBA 
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The Sub Branch would like to investigate the possibility of staffing the 

bar at the Railway Goods Shed on ANZAC Day using primarily Sub 

Branch volunteers. In previous years, the bar has been operated by a local 

hotel using its own staff. Whilst we have been grateful for their assis-

tance, it has left us with no control over the pricing structure and reduced 

profits for the Sub Branch as we rely on a donation calculated on a per-

centage of the sales. 

It is proposed that we divide the roster into three hour shifts (6-9am, 9-

12noon, 12noon– 3pm, 3-6pm) using a minimum of three volunteers per 

shift.  

All volunteers would need to hold a current RSA (Responsible Service of Alcohol). We are 

seeking volunteers to join the team at this early stage so that we can gauge whether there is 

sufficient interest to pursue this idea.  

If you or someone you know are able to help out please contact either Huey on 0438 743 

092 / huey.james@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au  or email our Secretary Wendy secre-

tary@toowoomba.rslqld.net.au  

_______________________________________________________________ 

‘ CARRY ON ‘ © 2006 Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc. 
This newsletter is published by Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc. for its members. Whilst great care is taken to ensure infor-
mation is accurate, readers should not act upon any information provided in this publication alone. Readers should confirm 

the accuracy of information with the relevant government department or other authority prior to acting upon said infor-
mation. Toowoomba RSL Sub Branch Inc. accepts no responsibility whatsoever for actions taken by members and/or readers 

as a result of the publication. 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of RSL Qld or its members. Contributions including arti-

cles, correspondence, and photographs are welcomed. It is assumed that all items contributed are able to be used free of 
charge, and implied consent is given for such items to be amended and/or edited at the discretion of the newsletter editor.  

CAN YOU HELP ON ANZAC DAY ? 

 

 

Military mick by ron parsons  

ARE YOU A FINANCIAL WHIZZ??? 
Our current Treasurer Ashley & her family will be leaving Toowoomba at the end of 
2023 to undertake a 2 year odyssey around Australia by caravan. We know that this may 
seem a way off as yet, but we would like to start the search for a replacement Treasurer 
as soon as possible so we can have them work alongside Ashley for a few months prior to 
her departure . The position of Treasurer is vital so we need to have someone in the 
wings ready to assume the role. It would be especially beneficial if the new person could 
be around for ANZAC Day 2023 so they have an idea of what is required.  
If you have a few hours to spare each week and reasonable financial skills then we would 
love you to consider volunteering for this important job.  
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PLEASE REMEMBER THESE DATES 

5-6 November– Merchandise stalls for Remembrance Day 

                             both Bunnings from 8.00 am-4.00 pm daily. 

11 November–  Remembrance Day Service 10.15am 

                             Mother’s Memorial, Margaret St 

20 November–  General meeting all members 

                             10.30am Club Toowoomba 

                            (note change of time) 

1 Dec 2022-28 Feb 2023– Annual memberships due.  

10 December-  Annual luncheon at Crows Nest RSL Sub Branch 

 

 

 
Toowoomba RSL Sub-Branch Newsletter 
If not delivered, please return to PO Box 11338  
Centenary Heights Qld 4350 


